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Christmas Tree Patrols
Plkes Peak Ranger District

Colorado Land Cruisers continued their Christmas tradition
by providing 4x4 patrols to the Pikes Peak Ranger District.
The Ranger District sells tree-cutting permits online and
establishes boundaries of the designated area, usually in
North Divide or the south end of the Rampart Range. Tree
cutting is permitted daily, generally from mid-November to
the end of December.

The patrols observe and report traffic and road conditions
to the District staff. The patrols also help visitors with
directions and sometimes extract a stuck vehicle, if
requested. This year, over four consecutive weekends, the
club logged 312 volunteer hours and 17 recoveries.
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Christmas Caravan for Kids

Lincoln Technical lnstitute

Saturday, December 7th was another beautiful winter day
filled with all type of 4x4 vehicles; we saw Jeeps, Broncos,
Toyotas, Nissans, Scouts, Land Rovers, Fords, Chevys, even
Subarus and custom buggies.

Caravan is hosted by Christmas Caravan for Kids, a 501 (C)
3 foundation to provide toys to families in need.

Lincoln Tech Institute
provides the venue for
the event. This allows
for indoor vendor space
and raffle setup, but
outdoors is where all
the magic happens!

Caravans started from
all over the Denver
metro area; many were
sponsored by local
offroad shops such as
Garage Works, The Edge
Automotive, Trail Jeeps,
and Les Schwab Tires to
just name a few.
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Most of these caravans had 30-60 rigs coming in with at least
one toy per rig to be dropped off. The process of parading in,
getting photos, waving at Santa and his helpers, and dropping-
off toys with Marines at the Penske box vans was quick and
successful. Donations filled one and one-half box trucks in
four hours! About 400 vehicles participated!

The Caravan is a beloved tradition where a wide variety of 4x4
vehicles, some decked out in Christmas decorations, would
wind their way through the Denver metro area to drop off
unwrapped toys to the United States Marine Corps’ Toys for
Tots program to ensure that struggling families with children
got something for Christmas.
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Vendor booths were set up with goodies to share. Many
vendors also donated items for the raffle. Colorado 4x4
Girls had coloring and painting activities for kids. The Edge
Automotive along with EPIC Quest 4x4 was there with a
display of rigs and provided coloring books, coffee, and
donuts. JC British & 4x4 had an electric kid-sized Rover
that was very popular. Lady Owned Toyotas hit it out of the
ballpark with their trailer load of kid bikes (over 50 gift
bikes for kids).

As the raffle drawing time grew near, everyone knew that
they had made a real difference in the lives of children in
the community. But they also wanted to see what they may
have won at the raffle.

Thank you to all the clubs and groups that helped with
another successful event.
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CORE 2024

Year End Review

In the early years of CORE, Marcus
would prepare a written summary RAREGISEEURLT] I NLTY

of events and statistics from the
prior year and send via email to sponsors, supporters, partners

and collaborating clubs and organizations.

In recent years, and again this month to mark the end of 2024,
Marcus produced a 20-minute video for YouTube to highlight
statistics and projects completed in the past year.

Once again this year, CORE volunteers exceeded 2,000 hours
on the ground (excluding planning, preparation, and travel)
performing dirty-boots and dirty-hands work projects to
maintain and improve motorized recreation access.

-

keeptrailsopen

www.hightrails.org 6




Additional detail on many of the 2024 featured
projects can be found at the following page:
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more photos from

CORE 2024

Year End Review
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Other News

Happy New Year!

Open call for articles to be published in
2QTR, 3 QTR, and 4QTR HIGH TRAILS
Newsletter. We need your content for
future editions—these can be from clubs
or individual members alike!

--One page (or less) typed with 3-4 photos
--Describe who went where, when, and
what you experienced.

Early events in 2025:
Hurricane, UT
Winter 4x4 Jamboree, 15-18 JAN 2025

Longmont, CO
Jeep Go-Topless Day, 17 MAY 2025

Fruita, CO
Rock Junction & RMORE, 4-8 JUN 2025
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MEMBER CLUBS

West District

Creeper Jeepers Gang
Durango, Colorado

Grand Mesa Jeep Club
Grand Junction, Colorado

Western Slope 4Wheelers
Montrose, Colorado

The Wild Bunch
Montrose, Colorado

North District

Big Thompson 4Wheelers
Loveland, Colorado

Bighorn Jeep Club
Denver, Colorado

Colorado 4x4 Girls
Denver, Colorado

ON THE COVER:
Christmas Tree Patrol with Colorado
Land Cruisers
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South District

Bighorn 4x4 Club
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Colorado Land Cruisers
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Colorado Springs Christian 4Wheelers
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Ute Pass Iron Goats
Woodland Park, Colorado

Colorado Four Wheelers
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Associate Members

Colorado Off Road Enterprise (CORE)
Buena Vista, Colorado

Colorado
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Association
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Officers

President
Tracy Barker
president@hightrails.org

Secretary/Treasurer
Jeff Flora
secretary@hightrails.org

West District VP
James Buck
jamesbuckb53e@gmail.com

North District VP
Vacant

South District VP
Rick Kruenegel
rkruenegel@gmail.com

ASSOCIATION CONTACTS

Committees

Adopt-A-Road
Adam Mehlberg
3jeeps@4x4explore.com

Land Use
Brian O’Connors
brianoconnors@gmail.com

Webmaster/Social Media

Jeff Flora
webmaster@hightrails.org

Colorado
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